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About Amalgam
Amalgam was written for TAK in the summer of 2015.

Amalgam focuses on orchestration, or more precisely, the mixture and unification of the instrumental
forces into one unit. This idea of amalgamation through orchestration is approached in two ways. The
first approach aims at fusion, building up a complex form of unison playing, matching frequencies,
rhythms, and timbres to create a unified monophonic texture. This extended unison is developed
throughout the first large section of the piece.

The second half of the piece explores heterophonic textures: a unison line created by the
combination of different elements from by different instruments. Instead of true unison and
monophony, fusion through connected and contrasting instrumental lines is the goal.



microtonal notation
The following acccidental nomenclature is used:
d - $ approximately 1/4 tone flat or sharp (50 cents)
b -1 approximately 1/6 tone flat or sharp (33 cents)
lh - H -t - $ - 8- F approximately 1/12 tone flat or sharp (17 cents)

The microtones can be understood within a system of just intonation or as written-out bends and slides.

Microtonal segments:
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This notation indicates a change in pitch by small, undefined, microtonal intervals. For the violin and voice this
may be accomplished through a slow glissando with rearticulations as called for in the rhythm. For the flute and

clarinet, it’s preferable to perform these segments by playing a series of different fingerings, each slightly raising
or lowering the tone as indicated.

v A hard accent (tongued for flute and clarinet, bow pressure for violin)

> light accent (breath accent for flute and clarinet, bow speed for violin)
Violin
bow placement indications:
ord. - ordinario position
s.t. - sul tasto - (Bow over the end of the fingerboard.)
a.s.t. - alto sul tasto - (Bow 5-7 centimetres up the fingerboard.)
p-s.t. - poco sul tasto - (Bow slightly towards the fingerboard from ordinario position.)
s.p. - sul ponticello - (Bow close to the bridge.)
m.s.p. - molto sul ponticello - (Bow so that part of the hair is on the bridge and part is on the string, thereby
producing a quiet but harsh sound. This technique will often silence or obscure the fundamental pitch of the
string.)
p-s.p. - poco sul ponticello - (Bow slightly closer to the bridge than ordinario position.)

single tick scratch - Use overpressure near the frog and moving the bow as little as possible to make a short tick.

Long ricochet - Let the bow bounce for as long as possible. In this score the long ricochets are accompanied
by a movement of the bow position from an extreme sul taso to an ordinario position. The graphic below

approximates the rhythm of the long ricochet, which is provided in the score and part where the spacing allows.
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bowing technique indications:

norm. - Use a normal bow technique.

flautando - Fast, low pressure bowing.

# ¢ z mute with left hand on strings, completely dampening the pitch to produce noise alone when bowing.



Soprano

Pronunciation:

The soprano part is written in IPA according the following charts with audio examples:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPA_pulmonic consonant chart with audio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPA_vowel_chart_with_audio

Notation:
+ » o air or noise (precise sound given by an IPA symbol)

Tremolo indicates to repeat the same syllable as fast as possible.

Flute

+ o aeolian tone (air only) - this indication may be given with an IPA symbol to vocalize into the flute.

Multiphonics:
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Clarinet
@ / @ sung - sing or vocalize the notes indicated with this encircled notehead.
Multiphonics:
> S 5 S
— <8 B 8
éo Sc. é. SO
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O.O 09 .OO Oo.
Percussion
gongs or large tom or ,
other tunes metal field drum triangle
&

y 4N 1 |
( ? o |
center edge

(dark tone)  (bright tone)

an “x” notehead indicates a deadstroke
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