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Instrumentation:

oboe
clarinet in By
baritone sax
bassoon (doubling contrabassoon)*

horn
trumpet
bass trombone**
tuba

violin
viola

cello
2 bass

duration approximately 14 minutes

* contrabassoon used only in the final movement and can be played an octave up on a bassoon is a contrabassoon is unavailable.
** a version of the part for tenor trombone is available



About Covers

Covers was written for the Either/Or ensemble.
This piece represents a departure from my normal way of composing music. The process of writing this piece was as follows:

1. I selected several songs that I enjoyed and knew well: songs that I would often get in my head. These songs were Lyre of Orpheus by Nick Cave, Jesus Gonna Be Here by Tom Waits, If I Were a
Boy by Beyonce, Soul Suckin” Jerk by Beck, and When He Returns by Bob Dylan.

2. I made remixes of these songs to re-imagine them in a way that they might exist if they appeared in one of my dreams. For instance, only a small portion of the song is repeated obsessively
and is disjointed or whole sections of the song sound like they being played backwards or in slow motion, etc.

3. I completed detailed transcriptions of the remixes, taking into account instrumental timbre and microtonal inflections.
4.1 orchestrated the songs for an ensembles of thirteen instruments.

5. I freely edited and embellished the orchestrations. This stage of the process was not an opportunity to move away from the source material or diverge from the transcriptions, but to move
closer to it by using my ear and reacting to the written score.

The goal of this process was to discover a new way of interfacing with systems of sound production that come from outside the classical and contemporary musical traditions. Popular
music is often considered outside of classical/new music, deemed unsubstantial or immaterial. For myself, songs such as these have been influential on my musical and artistic sensibilities.
Applying music taken from a Bob Dylan song and filtering it through an investigation of music in dreams represents one way of integrating popular or folk materials into a composition.
Indeed, the material is so marked that the composition quickly becomes about levels of familiarity and estrangement, creating uncanny and sometimes unsettling effects. The result is a
composition strangely familiar and unfamiliar at once, simultaneously logical and illogical.

This piece is in the form of five movements, corresponding to the five songs used as source material, in the following order:

I - Lyre of Orpheus

IT - Jesus Gonna Be Here
III - If I Were a Boy

IV - Soul Suckin” Jerk

V - When He Returns



general notation

—> arrow - Signifies a gradual change from the marking at the beginning of the arrow to what is marked at the end. For example, if you find in your part an “ord” marked with an arrow leading to “alto sul
tasto” then
it should be executed as a gradual movement of the bow from the ordinary playing position to the alto sul tasto position for the duration between the beginning and end of the arrow.

Glissandi must be performed for the entire duration of the note.
N - unmeasured tremolo (fluttertounge)

A - strong accent (tongue accent)

> - normal accent (breath accent)

vib. - play with vibrato
s.vib. - play without vibrato
m.vib. - molto vibrato

Various other vibrato indications are provided in the score to control the character of the vibrati.

microtone notation

The following acccidental nomenclature is also used:

d- 4 approximately 1/4 tone flat or sharp
| = 1 approximately 1/6 tone flat or sharp

1, - [9 - q - h - # - ﬁ approximately 1/12 tone flat or sharp

While the quarter-tone and sixth-tone alterations should be considered as pitch identities unto themselves, it’s
best to consider the twelfth-tone alterations as fine tuning and inflection because the effective change in pitch is

so minute.



All multiphonics are shown here as sounding pitches. Some multiphonics are denoted with an “M” written over a note, as show in the figure here:
In these cases, the instrumentalist should use any multiphonic with the root note that will work comfortably with the dynamics in the score.

multiphonics
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Winds and Brass

bisb. - bisbigliando trill - Trill between two different fingerings for the same pitch.
air. - Diamond-shaped noteheads. Blow air through the instrument with the reed removed.

use muffled, quiet fingering - Play using an unusual fingering that muffles the sound and lowers the
dynamic level of the note.

singing and playing - Play the normal note and sing the diamond-shaped notehead. If the sung note
is not in the range of the performer, it may be displaced by an octave.

alternate fingering. - repeat the same note with a different fingering. When this indication is given
above repeated notes the performer should alternate between two or more
fingerings.

winds only
microtonal segments

This technique involves playing a series of fingerings which alter the pitch in an extremely minimal
way. The example below is written in B-flat and applies to the clarinet.
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brass only

fry - (uncontrolled, distorted tone) - Tighten the embouchure to an extreme point where the tone
becomes distorted and the pitch become uncontrolled. Along with this indication, a shape is provided
in the score to show the desired intensity of the distortion.

Strings
bow placement indications:

ord. - ordinario position

s.t. - sul tasto - (Bow over the end of the fingerboard.)

a.s.t. - alto sul tasto - (Bow 5-7 centimetres up the fingerboard.)

p.s.t. - poco sul tasto - (Bow slightly towards the fingerboard from ordinario position.)

s.p. - sul ponticello - (Bow close to the bridge.)

m.s.p. - molto sul ponticello - (Bow so that part of the hair is on the bridge and part is on the string, thereby
producing a quiet but harsh sound. This technique will often silence or obscure the fundamental pitch of the
string.)

p.s.p. - poco sul ponticello - (Bow slightly closer to the bridge than ordinario position.)

bowing technique indications:

norm. - Use a normal bow technique.
flautando - Fast, low pressure bowing.
scr. - scratch - (Apply extra pressure to make a scratch tone. The intensity of the scratch is shown as a shape

above the note)

§ - accent with scratch - (apply extra force on an accent in order to create a scratch tone on the attack.)

other side of the bridge indications

o.s.b. - other side of bridge - (Bow the small portion of string between the bridge and the

saddle of the instrument)

on winding - Bow on the portion of the string that is wound.
n.b. - Bow on the other wide of the bridge near the bridge.
n.s. - Bow on the other wide of the bridge near the saddle (tailpiece).

muted with fingers - Dampen the string(s) with the left hand so
that no pitch is produced when bowed.
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