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about Livingry and Ways of Seeing
Livingry and Ways of Seeing was written in the Summer and Fall of 2022 for Jeffrey Gavett.

This piece is a set of six songs for a baritone who also plays acoustic piano accompanied by two
keyboards. The two keyboards are used to simulate retuned pianos, and each song features a
different tuning. The text for this piece alternates between excerpts from Ways of Seeing by John
Berger and poems by Gracie Leavitt from her Livingry collection. The songs alternate between
the prose of Berger, discussing aesthetics, and the emotive poetry of Leavitt.

I - Ways of Seeing (John Berger)

IT - Nonce Hex For “Romantic Love, The Last Illusion,” which will “[Keep] Us Alive
Until The Revolution Come” (Gracie Leavitt)

III - Holbein’s Ambassadors (John Berger)

IV - The Sticks, Wilily (Gracie Leavitt)

V - Publicity (John Berger)

VI - Amygdala Madrigal (Gracie Leavitt)



TEXT:

I (John Berger, author)

Ways of Seeing

Seeing comes before words...

...establishes our place in the surrounding world; we explain that world with words, but words can never undo
the fact that we are surrounded by it... Each evening we see the sun set. We know that the earth is turning away
from it. Yet the knowledge, the explanation, never quite fits the sight...

we are aware that we can also be seen.

Yet when an image is presented as a work of art, the way people look at it is affected by a whole series of learnt
assumptions. ..

Beauty

Truth

Genius

Civilization

Form

Status

Taste,

II (Gracie Leavitt, author)
Nonce Hex For “Romantic Love, The Last Illusion,” which will “[Keep] Us Alive Until The Revolution Come”
Laughing hard

as the bones

inside a mountain,
baffled by the blank
flowers flooding

her alps with therapy,

a claw washes through
in gashes the sky

a credible pamphlet
brown amounting

to fog. But hardly
wrenched, was it

joy? Your moan

I try to follow

by some college-ruled
light-how much

we try to hold

up to vibrancy

for protection: Though
we may never know
how to go

on when it comes, that
cumulative song,
which nets first and last
quite the very tops

of trees, let us be
caught, not always

off guard.



III (John Berger, author)

Holbein’s Ambassadors

In the foreground of Holbein’s Ambassadors there is a mysterious, slanting, oval form... a highly distorted skull: a skull
as it might be seen in a distorting mirror. There are several theories about how it was painted and why the ambassadors
wanted it put there. But all agree that it was a kind of memento mori... a reminder of the presence of death... the skull is
painted in a (literally) quite different optic from everything else in the picture. If the skull had been painted like the rest, its
metaphysical implication would have disappeared; it would have become an object like everything else, a mere part of a
mere skeleton...

IV (Gracie Leavitt, author)
The Sticks, Wilily

Like a student loosens

his paint to tighten

the intention, this

branch blown against

that derelict car

looks extra very

moving, if

embarrassed by its fledgling
assignment to unflinch.
Nota bene, self:

Growing pains. Do it
anyway. Work us

the way a blade does

light, scoring guarantee.

V (John Berger, author)

Publicity

It is important here not to confuse publicity with the pleasure or benefits to be enjoyed from the things it advertises.
Publicity is effective precisely because it feeds upon the real. Clothes, food, cars, cosmetics, baths, sunshine are real
things... Publicity begins by working on a natural appetite for pleasure... This is why publicity can never really afford to
be about the product or opportunity it is proposing to the buyer who is not yet enjoying it. Publicity is never a celebration
of a pleasure-in-itself. Publicity is always about the future buyer. It offers [them] an image of [them]self made glamorous...
The image then makes [them] envious of [them]self as [they] might be. Yet what makes this self-which-[they]-might-be
enviable? The envy of others. Publicity is about social relations, not objects. Its promise is not of pleasure, but of happiness:
happiness as judged from the outside by others. The happiness of being envied is glamour.

The power to spend money is the power to live. According to the legends of publicity, those who lack the power to spend
money become literally faceless. Those who have the power become lovable.

VI (Gracie Leavitt, author)
Amygdala Madrigal

Brilliant little sister friend

of faeries and of devils, slay
me and be my best

self under a humble salad

of sky and air where time is
panic’s opposite and

beloved. In a beige bedroom
across from some buildable lots
our crystal commute is to know
the whole libretto with a kind
of musical fitness. Lifting up on its own edges, she catches
that mirrored underneath.



Keyboard Tunings

each song uses a different tuning for th etwo keyboards
pianoteq presets provided at taylorbrook.info/livingry/
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