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About Ouaricon Songs, Volume 2:

The second volume of Ouaricon Songs was written for Loadbang Ensemble and is scored for baritone, trumpet,
trombone, and bass clarinet. The first volume was written for string quartet and baritone.

The word, Ouaricon, comes from the name of a river on a 1715 French map of the Eastern Canada and may be
the origin of the Oregon County, and later State, name. I invoke the word here to suggest a possible alternate
history of the North American land mass by recombining, remixing, and extrapolating from traditions of art and
music.

This piece was developed from the manipulation and analysis of recordings from the American Folklife Center
Archives at the Library of Congress. These recordings mainly originate from communities of European descent
in the United states from 1900-1950. One recording features a commercial jingle singer talking about and
singing an advertisement for tobacco. I made a transcription of this recording both from normal playback

and in reverse. These transcriptions were then utilized to create some of the baritone part, that was then
elaborated upon and accompanied by the three instruments. Similar techniques are used throughout the piece
implementing a number of different historical folk recordings as source material.

A patriotic or nostalgic look at bygone days is not the goal, but rather an exploration of the possibilities of an
imaginary tradition of music that grows from American Folk Sources. I see this project as related to the lifelong
projects of composers like Harry Partch and Richard Wagner, who both developed a new form of music theater
based on folk music roots and perceptions of ancient traditions, while still being fully composed in a detailed
score, admittedly these two composers accomplished this in very different ways and supporting very different
politics.

www.taylorbrookmusic.com
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NOTATION

Glissandi must be performed for the entire duration of the note.
X
N - unmeasured tremolo (fluttertounge)

A - strong accent (tongue accent)

> - normal accent (breath accent)

@ Used or the bass clarinet and brass, these noteheads signify a sung note. This technique is
most often used for singing through the instrument while also playing. If any sung note is
© out of your range, the note may be transposed up or down by an octave.

brass and clarinet indications
nasal - With a nasal tone.
1/2 nasal - With some nasal quality in the tone.
norm. - with a normal tone.

fry - (uncontrolled, distorted tone) - For trombone and trumpet, tighten the embouchure to an
extreme “e” shape, where the tone becomes distorted and the pitch become uncontrolled. Along with
this indication, a shape is provided in the score to show the desired intensity of the distortion.

overblow - Use embouchure and air supply to create a distorted, multiphonic-like tone. Along with
this indication, a shape is provided in the score to show the desired intensity of the distortion.

vib. - With vibrato. s.vib. - Without vibrato. m.vib. - Molto vibrato.

diaphram vib. - Produce vibrato by using the diaphram.
Shapes for vibrato are also provided at moments in the score that show the overall shape and
intensity of a vibrato.

,LL) — The clarinet part calls for microtonal segments. In these cases, the performer
65) should try to find a series of fingerings that fill out the pitch space between the
o beginning and ending of the glass line with the rhythm indicated.
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These multiphonics may only work at certain dynamic levels, and the dynamic in the score is an
essential part of the role of multiphonics in the texture of the music. If any multiphonic employed
does not work, it may be replaced with an alternate multiphonic that produces the indicated
dynamics and a similar pitch profile.



MICROTONES

The following acccidental nomenclature is used:

d - t approximately 1/4 tone flat or sharp (50 cents)

b =1 approximately 1/6 tone flat or sharp (33 cents)
1, -1 - q - ﬁ - # - ﬁ approximately 1/12 tone flat or sharp (17 cents)

The microtones can usually be understood within a system of just intonation. However, in this work some of the
microtonal material comes from recordings where the tuning is not systematic. Electronic mock-ups or micro-
tonal keyboards may be useful for such material may be necessary in order to be able to learn these “out of
tune” passages with accuracy.

All the performers are also encouraged to listen to the folk recording source material, which can be provided by
requesting the composer for the files via email.

VOICE

pronunciation

The words are either written in an english that should be pronounced with an American accent, or
written in IPA.

These charts with audio examples may be useful for the pronunciation of the IPA:
http:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPA_vowel_chart with_audio
http:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPA_pulmonic_consonant_chart_with_audio

Arrows between syllables or vowels in the text indicate that one should gradually shift from one
syllable to the next in a dipthong.

tone indications

nasal - Sing using a nasal tone.
1/2 nasal - Sing with some nasal quality in the tone.
very nasal - Sing with an extremely nasal quality in the tone.

norm - Sing using a normal tone.

o This notehead signifies sprechstimme. Speak the text while hitting the pitches given as much as

possible.

- This notehead signifies half sprechstimme. Speak the text with a resonant voice, half singing half
speaking.
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